
Revelation, Philosophy and Kalam: The Creed of 
the Salaf Versus the Creed of the Mutafalsifah 
(Pseudophilosophers) and Mutakallimah 
(Speculative Theologians) 
The Messengers conveyed what Allāh is described with on the basis of revelation 

(waḥy, naql) and this is light (nur) and guidance (hudā).  

The Philosophers spoke upon ignorance (jahl) and the whisperings of the devils, 

and employed reason (ʿaql) to develop their idea of "divine perfection", the 

essence of which is that the Creator is just an abstraction, an idea in the mind, 

stripped of all names and attributes.  

This philosophical baggage provided the foundation for what became known as 

"ilm al-kalām", something that had already entered the Jews, Christians and 

Sabeans before the advent of Islam.  

The diagram below traces the origins and route of this "kalām" and contrasts 

between the way of the Prophets and Messengers followed by the Ahl al-Sunnah, 

those upon the way of the Salaf and the way of the Philosophers followed by the 

people of kalām.  

These people tried to prove the origination of the universe using flawed 

arguments comprising false premises, and in order to maintain this proof (which 

they made to be something Islām itself depends upon), they had to explain away 

the fact that Allāh is described with names, attributes and actions. 

On account of this "kalām", the people of kalām (Jahmiyyah, Mu'tazilah, 

Ash'ariyyah, Maturidiyyah) were forced to see a conflict between reason (aql) 

and revelation (naql), and hence they devised mechanisms (taʾwīl, tafwīḍ etc) to 

make the revelation conform to reason, after they gave reason the higher status.  

They saw --upon evaluation with the language of "divine perfection" put forth by 

the Greek Philosophers-- that the revelation contains apparent tajsīm, tashbīh 

(anthropomorphism) and kufr (disbelief) and that such texts cannot be left alone 

and must be neutralised/sanitised in one way or another.  

Thus, their speech about Tawḥīd revolved around this matter of distorting the 

texts using these mechanisms they invented,  following their whims and desires.  
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